
HARRISBURG DIOCESE CURSILLO MOVEMENT  
COMMITTEE ON NEW STEP-BY-STEP RECTORS GUIDE 

NOVEMBER 20, 2019 
HARRISBURG DIOCESE CONFERENCE CENTER 

 
 

THOSE IN ATTENDANCE:  The Most Reverend Ronald Gainer, Bishop of the Diocese 
of Harrisburg; Terri DiBacco, Lay Director; Father Bill Weary, Spiritual Advisor.  
Secretariat Chairpersons in Attendance, Ann Marie Segilia, Secretary.  Committee 
Members in attendance:  Kevin Bagata, Joan Benning, Clem Ciccarelli, Roseann 
Guerrini, Dave Marazzo, Sherry Troelsch, Steve Troelsch, Wendy Vogt. 
 
Bishop Gainer offered the opening Prayer. 
 
Father Bill Weary and Terri DiBacco opened the meeting with remarks. 
 
Terri DiBacco:  last evening, November  19, 2019, Father Weary and I were on a 
conference call with Cef Aguillon, National English Coordinator, Juan Ruiz, National 
Spanish Coordinator, Father Mark Seeker, National Secretariat Spiritual Advisor, 
Roseann Guerrini, Harrisburg Secretariat, Donna Valenti, Region 2 Service 
Coordinator. 
 
Steve Trolsch:  Were other Dioceses on this call?  No. 
 
Terri DiBacco:  Contacted OMCC for information and clarification two weeks ago 
and have nothing from them to date. 

• Was informed that OMCC, comprised of 4 international regions, agree with 
Step by step guide 

• The current Cursillo national has followed the Fundamental Ideas book.  

• Father Mark Seeker stated that the Step by Step guide should be instituted 
at same time, instead of in part. 

• Attached is summary of call, as well as statutes received from the Vatican 
which were adopted in 2014. 

 
Kevin Bagata:  Meeting with Father Dill to go over Canon Law and whether new 
guide is approved by the Vatican and follows the Fundamental Ideas book. 
 



• In the Fundamental Ideas book includes much appreciation for the Eucharist 
and  the Blessed Mother, as with regards to the Rosary and Adoration. 

• The Fundamental Ideas book is focused on the candidate, where the 
fundamental charism is focused on a different person, or far away, to be 
brought to Cursillo.  Changing the purpose is the problem, how to reach the 
far away, because what we have been doing in our Diocese has been 
working.  Not all that is in the new step by step is bad, but we need to 
understand these changes 

 
Terri DiBacco:  aside from OMCC , we are discussing what happened in cursillo 10 
years ago instead of what is to be done now.  Changing the weekend and removing 
the mass has been done.  We need to discuss where we go now.  We need to be 
positive.  The August workshop was attended by 60 people who joyfully accepted 
the changes presented, unlike the 10 survey replies who said they did not like the 
workshop. 
 
Father Weary:  the phone call last night advocates the implementation of the step 
by step guide.  It is approved by the Vatican and complies with the Fundamental 
Ideas and is going back to the original Cursillos.  Taking it back to a simpler method, 
not against old manual, but back to a simplistic version. 
 
Steve Troelsch:  was documentation given stating the new step by step is Vatican 
approved? 
 
Rose Guerrini:  nothing in new step by step goes against the current Fundamental 
Ideas.  Read page 10 of Fundamental Ideas) 
 
Steve Troelsch read from Fundamental ideas.  Also brought up FEBA 
 
Terri DiBacco:  FEBA is not a part of Cursillo.  It represents all of the books from 
Eduardo Bonnin.  It is a non-profit and more of a. archive 
 
Joan Benning:  still concerned about sponsorship of candidates if women’s 
weekend continues to us all or part of step by step guide. 
  



 
Clem Ciccarelli:  before the Mass was taken out, more people attended the 
Clausura, ultreyas, and secretariat.  Talk about new step by step was told to them 
10 years ago and is the reason why the 4th day community is not supporting our 
cursillo movement. 

• Suggested that we add the mass back for the closing of one of weekends to 
see if it makes a difference and more 4th day attends. 
 

Sherry Troelsch:  there has been a lot of hurt in the past in our Cursillo Movement.  
The newer secretariat members were not here to know about those times. We 
need to heal those wounds. 
 
Rose Guerrini:  SOL is where discussion of this guide should be done 
 
Bishop Gainer:  What is clear is how much we all care about Cursillo.  We need to 
remember when the Cursillo weekends began, it was in another time and culture. 
We need the Holy Spirit to guide us in how we go about accepting and 
implementing the changes. 
 
Kevin Bagata:  we should freeze and use old way, from men’s 100th, and follow how 
we did the weekends then. 
 
Bishop Gainer:  agreed and suggested that we hold off implementing the new guide 
until further work can be done by this committee.  Going over the new guide day-
by-day, to see if it complies, before we begin to follow it. 
 
Terri DiBacco will send out possible dates for the next meeting. 
The US Cursillo Movement acknowledges and agrees that “the search for holiness in the normality 

of everyday life creates the desire to evangelize person-to-person through friendship, enabling the 

discovery that God, in Christ, loves us, creating enthusiastic evangelists in their “square meter” 

thereby, transforming their environments.” (FI3, page 10) 

 

• The OMCC comprises 4 International Groups 

1. Asia Pacific Group 

2. European Group 

3. Latin American Group 

4. North America and Caribbean Group 

 



These 4 International Groups are the stewards of the Charism of Cursillo; therefore, the OMCC 

Executive Committee serves on behalf of the 4 International Groups. 

 

• The Cursillo Movement relies on the recognition of the Bishop in each Diocese and his approval 

to have Cursillo in the Diocese. 

 

• The Cursillo Movement is recognized by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops (NCCB). 

As member of the National Secretariat, Bishop Eduardo Nevares, Auxiliary Bishop of Phoenix, is 

the liaison between the National Cursillo Movement and the NCCB. 

 

• The National Secretariat has been providing copies of Fundamental Ideas III (FI3), English and 

Spanish editions, for purchase on the National Cursillo Website and through the National 

Cursillo Center. FI3 is also sold during Cursillo workshops and encounters. 

• To-date, the National Cursillo Movement has sold nearly 5,000 copies of Fundamental Ideas III. 

• The US Cursillo Movement uses references from Fundamental Ideas III in the Precursillo, Three 

Day Cursillo and Postcursillo sections of its Articles of Operation, pages 11-13. 

• The US Cursillo Movement acknowledges and agrees that “Fundamental Ideas III is not a 

“bible” and that it does not fully develop all the contents of the charism, purpose, methodology 

and the structures of the Movement and can be completed and supplemented by other 

contributions.” (FI3, page 10) Therefore, the US Cursillo makes use of the books and writings 

contributed by Eduardo Bonnín. 

•  “ . . . the third edition of Fundamental Ideas of the Movement of Cursillos in Christianity, is 

neither a perfect book nor a definitive one; nor does it pretend to address all the aspects and 

nuances of life in the Cursillo Movement.” (FI3, page 14) 

• The US Cursillo Movement unites itself with the 4 International Groups of OMCC during World 

Encounters and World Ultreyas. The National Secretariat always sends delegates to these 

encounters to represent the US Cursillo Movement. 

• The National Secretariat is responsible to promote the gift of the Foundational Charism of 

friendship with self, Christ and others given to Eduardo Bonnín Aguillon. This Charism was 

blessed by Bishop Juan Hervás and supported by Msgr. Sebastian Gayá, and others. 

• The National Secretariat will not impose on any Movement to follow the Foundational Charism 

of Cursillo. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ann Marie Segilia 



 



 



 















 



 


